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I n the early 21 st century, an apocalypse 
turned fertile lands into deserts and 
brought human civilization to its knees. 
Control of Japan passed into the hands of 
tyrannical kings, three hundred years later, a 
new hope was born. 

At the birth of a rebel chieftain’s twins, 
the blind prophet Nagi predicted, “This is a 
child of destiny, one who will grow to lead 
the people and be the light in the sky of our 
nation’s future.” The people of Byakko Village 
placed their hopes in Tatara, their Chief’s 
son, raising him as the “Boy of Destiny.” 

With the tyrannical Ukon XV ruling 
Japan through his ruthless sons, a better 
tomorrow can only be achieved through 
strife and bloodshed. When the “Boy of 
Destiny” is killed by the Red King’s forces, it 
is up to his twin sister Sarasa to lead their 
people in his name, or all will be lost. 

Sarasa has achieved victory over the 
Red King in Kyushu and the Blue King in 
Seiran, gaining many allies along the way. 
While an attempt to rescue “Tatara’s” mother 
ended in failure and left Sarasa potentially 
blind, the Red King’s recklessness inspired a 
coup. Sarasa headed to Okinawa to heal her 
eyes; Shuri went to flee his betrayers. 
Reunited there, they became involved in 
halting a plot to kill the President and draw 
Okinawa into war with Japan. Their experi¬ 
ences on the prosperous, democratic island 
have inspired Sarasa and caused Shuri to 
reconsider his philosophy. 

Starting anew, Shuri is bound for the 
island of Shikoku to seek supporters, accom¬ 
panied by two allies from Okinawa. 

Upon Sarasa’s return, she confesses the 
truth of her gender to her closest comrades. 
She is shocked but accepting that Ageha has 
brought the pregnant Princess Senju, who 
once tried to kill “Tatara,” to the rebels’ flag¬ 
ship for safety. The reunion is short lived, for 
Hayato’s ship returns without him, bearing a 
gruesome and dire warning from the people 
of Kazuno with whom he was to initiate 


contact... 
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SILVER TALE 2: CAPTIVE 




































ALL THI5 IS 
PUNISHMENT 
FOR 

VIOLATING A 
TABOO. 


AND A 
WARNING 
TO US... 


/ CHRYSAN¬ 
THEMUM 
PETALS ARE 
SCATTERED 
EVERYWHERE. 


FOR HAVING 
SENT THEM. 


T 


1 ^ 

HAVE YOU ' 
BEEN 
THERE 
BEFORE, 


f 

k o 

! 

YOU'RE 
FAMILIAR 
WITH THEIR 
CUSTOMS. 

KAKU? | 

// 

/ v 

Hj 

c 

if 

\ , 





HERE'S A 
CHARM TO 
WARD OFF 
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THE RED 
KING 15 

ALIVE'. 


HE TURNED 
UP IN , 

SHIKOKU! / 


BUT THIS | 
HAS i 1 
GIVEN IT 
NEW LIFE! ft' 


SUO CITY 
HAD SLID 
INTO 

DESPAIR- 


HOW 
LUCKY 
IS HE'.? 


IS HE IN 
SHIKOKU? 






















\NORTH! 


WE'RE 
GOING TO 
GET IN 
TOUCH 
WITH 
KAZUNO! 



TURNBACK TO ffll 
KYUSHU AND mL? 
FORTIFY 

OURSELVES Ip 
A6AINST THE ff 
RED KINS! fej 






















SO THE 
SHIP 
TURNS 
NORTH.. 


...AND THE 
TEMPERATURE 
DROPS. 














THIS AN 
i EXCUSE 
iFORYOUR 
INCOMPE- 
\ TENCE? 


STAY 

AWAY. 


IT IS 
WINTER 
THERE 
ALREADY. 


MUST WARN 
YOU THAT I 
CANNOT 
PROTECT 
YOU THERE! 


COLD 

FOR 

YOUR 

HEALTH. 















DON'T 
REMIND 1 
ME OF 
SUCH AN 
UN¬ 
PLEASANT 
TIME. 1 




COMPLI¬ 

CATION. 














YLORO 

ASAG\. 
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"if you 

HARBOR NO 
WICKED 
THOUGHTS." 


...WITHOUT 
A SOUND. 


WE'D HAVE 
BEEN 
TRAPPED 
THERE IF 
WE'D LET 
THE GOLD 
DISTRACT 
US. 


SO IS 
THAT 
WHAT HE 
MEANT? 











































'TROLLEY!, 
















































































PEOPLE 
UNDER¬ 
STAND 
THE GLORY 
OF DYING... 


...FOR 
THEIR 
COUN- 
I TRY. 


/ BECAUSE 
/ WHAT WE 
PROTECT IS 
MORE 

\ IMPORTANT... 


THAN 

LIFE 

ITSELF. 




MORE 
IMPORTANT 
.THAN LIFE- 


CAN 

SEE 

THAT. 





I CAN'T 

put my 

FAITH... 


AREN'T YOU 
TRYING TO 
DRAW US INTO 
BATTLE? 


...IN 

PEOPLE 
WHO TELL 
OTHERS... 


AREN'T YOU 
HERE TO ASK US 
TO SHED 
BLOODFOR 
JAPAN? 


YOU 

/V\AY 

LEAVE. 


THIS 
TALK IS 
OVER. 


WE'LL GIVE 
YOU BACK 
YOUR 
WEAPONS 

as you 

LEAVE THE 
COUNTRY. 


- MINUTE I 
</ /THINK 
) ‘SHE’S 
MATURED., 















Is. 

'mmm 


DO THEY 
LIKE TO 
FIGHT? 


WON'T you 
CONSIDER AN 
ALLIANCE WITH 
TATARA AND 
THE KANTO 
REGION... 


...TO FIGHT 
THE ROYAL 
FAMILY 
TOGETHER? 


HISTORY IS 
ON THE 
MOVE NOW. 


TATARA 

WILL 

CHANGE IT. 


JAPAN IS 
CHANGING. 




























HAVEN'T. 













































NO, NO- 
Lit TUB- 
NlOUt 

WfittfULV. 


IT’S 

ALMOST 

TIME 

THEY 

LEFT 

THEIR 

NEST. 


PICK 

UP SOME 
POINTERS 
WHILE VOU 
CAN! 


Wf HIS 

If SIBLINGS 

B H/WE 

-f ALREADY 
LEARNED 
/ TO FLY 
/ FROM 
/ THEIR 
f MOTHER. 




LEAVING 
ONE'S 
PARENTS 
TOO 
YOUNG 
CAN BE 
ROUGH. 


SHINBASHI. 


AND I 

HAVE A r/WTlp 
LOT OF 7^7' 
SURRO- if 
GATE f N\|%- 
PARENTS. SJ i/k 
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mm 





















I DON'T 
REALLY 
KNOW... 


FIRST 

THING 


SHE WA5 
LIKE 
THEIR 
SIGNAL. 


IT WAS 
SO 
DARK. 







ONE'S 

/ALLOWED 

TO 

WANDER 

AT 

NIGHT. 


THEY'RE 
UNDER AN 
ALERT 
STATUS 
WHILE AT 


15 THAT 
WHY 

THERE'S 
NOT A 
SOUL 
OUTSIDE? 





















































THEY SAY 
BENKEI ,/ ff/ 
MUSASHIBO H V/ 
PILED IT UP, | \ J 
LONG AGO. /T 




IT LOOKS V 
LIKE A \ 

SIMPLE \ 
COUNTRY 
TOWN... / 



( OUR 
FRIENDS 
MUSTVE 
GONE 
THROUGH 
THE 
SAME 
\ THING. 


TH£Y 

DIDN'T 
GROW UP IN 
THE 

DESERT, 



7 WITH 
STANDARD 
TACTICS, 
WE'D BE NO 
MATCH 
AGAINST 
THE BLACK 
ARMY. 









FACE TO 
FACE 
WITH A 
STARVING 
r BEAR. 


WE 

BURIED IN 
THAT 
HOLE FOR 


MOST 

PEOPLE 

LOSE 

THEIR 

MINDS. 


WENT 

FROM 

THAT 

SPOT... 



§ 

































BLACK 

CANDY 

FROM 

NACHI! 


O.: j RICE 
—i BALLS \ 
1 IN I 
V MUSTARD, 
\ LEAF! I 


m TANGERINES! 


MANDARINS! 


WHALE 

TAIL 

SASHIMI] 


SAURY V / 
SUSHI! 


YES, 

PLEASE, I'LL 
HAVE 

ANOTHER... 


HAPPENED!!’!, 

























































^T33> 








I HATE 
BEING 
COLD... 


WHO'S 

THERE? 


...SO 

WARM. 








WOULDN'T 

WAKE 

UP. 


WE WERE 
AFRAID YOU'D 
HIT 

SOMETHING 
WHEN YOU / 
























HE'S M y 
SHINBASHI: 


DON'T HIDE 
HIM AWAY! 



so 

THIS IS 
\SNOW... 


SNOW. 


WHAT 

WHAT'S TH “ ? 

HAPPENINS.'Ta ^ 


STOP 

FALLING! 


THERE'S SO 
MUCH 
SNOW... 












S IRMER^R 

EGMl 





ANCIENT 

GREECE... 













THEY'REl 

SMART. 


BUILT 

TO 

HANDLE 

THE 

COLD. 


THEY'RE 
I TOUGH. 


SOME 

FAITH 

IN HIM. 
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WE'RE 

GOING 

DOWN...! 


' UNDER 
: THE 
GROUND! 













JOURNEY 

ENDS 

HERE. 


THE 

KINGDOM 
OF THE 
NORTHERN 
SEAS. 
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W Tm r'S° 

)\m PINION 
\ N\E 

WASN'T 
K A BAD 
\V\ IDEA. 




DON'T 

BE 

WHO RIDI CU- 
ARE LOUS. 

you? 


THE 
KING 
HERE 
IS UKON'S 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER. 









WELL... 

YOUVE 

FOUND 


CHIEF 

PRISON 

WARD. 


* SOME--/ 
I ONE 
ANNOYING. 


UKON'5 

BROTHER 

RUNS 

THIS 

PRISON... 


THE RED 
AND BLUE 
KINO'S 
UNCLE... 

j, 

...WHICH 

MEANS... 

n 

t\ 

J 

J 



















DOESN'T 
_ REALLY 
LOOK 
) LIKE 
C SHURI 
ALL. 


I CAN'T 
BELIEVE' 
I MADE x 
THAT . 
1 MISTAKE! 


WHAT 

WOULD 

BE 

THE 

, POINT 
OF 

WOMEN 

IN 

PRISON? 


THERE \ 
ARE SO \ 
MANY 
OTHER ] 
GOOD ] 
USES L 
FOR / 
THEM. 





















CHANGE 

INTO 

PRISONER 

OUTFITS 


TO SEE 

you 

AGAIN. 


THE 

WARDEN 
OF HALL 


"WATER 

DEER." 


DYING, 

SO EARLIER 
NUMBERS 
ARE REUSED. 
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Kl OHO, 
FLOWER 
OF THE 
DESERT... 



















131 













/ YOU'LL 
- AWAKE 
\ AT FOUR 
v IN THE 
MORNING. 


DON'T 

WASTE 

YOUR 

ENERGY 

GETTING 

INTO 

FIGHTS. 


IT 

CAN'T 1 



CAN I 
FIGHT 
THIS 
MANY- 


* IF I 
CANT- 


—WITH 
WEIGHTS 
ON BOTH 
ARMS 
AND 
LEGS? 






















COUNT 

ON 

ME. 


I'LL DO 
WHATEVER 
YOU WANT 
ME TO 





































WHERE 

ARE 

YOU 

NOW? 


Tl NY TAM-TAM TlME @ 


the next time 
thev meet 

MIGHT BE DICEV. 


Master Nazi's Prophecy! 2 


Even Nagi doesn’t 
know about them. 

——(I think..3 


When will Sarasa and 
Shuri learn each other’s 
identities’? 


Abashiri Prison 


SAR ASA’S 
JOURNEY 


Kazuno' 


/O Masunaga'Stockade 





SHIKOKU 

TOSA DISTRICT - CAPE RYUO 


ABOUT 
WHAT 
WE WERE 
DISCUSSING. 


HAVEN’T 

YOU 

EVER 

LOVED 

SOMEONE. 


LOVE 

AND 

ALL 

THAT. 


WELL; 


I WAS SO 
ARROGANT... 








THAT'S 

NOT 

"LOVE," 



THEN 
WHO 
CAFES 
WHAT IT 
MEANS!?’ 


I WANT 
WHAT 
I WANT. 


ITS 
NOT 
LIKE 
I LIVE 
M y LIFE 
WRITING 
POETRY. 


THAT'S 

ALL. 


DO YOU 
WISH 
FOR 

SA RASA'S 
HAPPINESS 


...AND 
NOT 
JUST 
FOR YOUR 
OWN? 


I WANT 
TO SMILE, 
TOO, 

SOMEHOW. 


WHEN 

SHE'S 

SMILING. 














TO BE 
KICKED 
BY YOU, 
TOO.'? 


YOU STAND 
SILENT 
WHILE AN 
OLDMAN 
WHO MISSED 
HIS DATE WITH 
DEATH-- 


I DON'T 
NEED A 
LECTURE 
ON 

MANNERS. 


PRESIDENT 

ASftTO. 


you 

CAN'T 
EVEN 
SAY WHAT 
YOU 
WANT. 


-STEALS 

THE 

WOMAN 

YOU 

LOVE. 






















I TOOK 
SHIKOKU 
BY 

FORCE. 


ARE 
YOU 
SURE 
YOU WANT 
TO MEET 
HIM!?” 


HE 

PROBABLY 
DOESN'T 
THINK WELL 
OF ME. 


REFUSING 
MY CALLS 
TO BE MY 
STRATEGIST 
SO HE 

COULD PLAY 
SHOGI AT 
HOME. 


I PROB¬ 
LEMATIC. 


I WANT 

HIM- 


HE 

ONLY 

DOES 

WHAT 

HE 

WANTS. 


AND 

HIS 

MILITARY 

GENIUS' 















WOULD 


...BE 
ABLE 
TO BEAT 

/v\y 

LOYAL 

T05AMARU? 


LORD 
MOMONOI 
OF SUO 
CITY... 







GREAT 
TENMA 
WOULD 
EVER TAKE 
ORDERS 
FROM 
MOMONOI. 


JUST A 
WANDERER 
NOW. 


KNOW 


















COMES 
BEARING 
LIGHT AND 


MUST 
BE THE 
WIND OF 
RE¬ 
FORMATION. 
















ALL 
i RIGHT. 


ONCE I 
— BUILD , 
5 STRENGTH 
IN SHIKOKU.^ 


_ ENTER 

sakurajima: 

" AND GET 
TATARA! 

































NERVOUS 

THE 

WHOLE 

TIME... 


COULD 

HAVE. 


WONDER¬ 

ING 

IFyOU’D 

BREAK 

MY 

NECK. 


BUT 

you 

SEEM 

USEFUL. 


160 


























N *• 
































I DON'T 
KNOW 
THEM 
BY 

I NAME. 


" LITTLE ? 
MORE TO 
THE 

. RIGHT. 


CAME (I 
HERE V 
TO LOOK. 
FOR 

HAyATO... 


HAYATO. 


BUT 

I'LL 

AROUND. 


SHIRASU, 
COULD you 
AL50 EXPLAIN 
THI5 PLACE 
TO US WHILE 
YOU’RE AT IT? 


WE'RE IN 
HALL A. 


HALLS B 
ANDC. 




































HOW 

LONG 


you 

GOING 

TO 


DO you 
THINK 
IT'S 

SNOWING 

OUTSIDE? 


SPRINGS 
MUST BE 
KEEPING 
IT WARM 
IN HERE. 













THUMP, 

THUMP, 


I CANT 
FEEL THE 
LITTLE 

HEARTBEATS. 




TATARA. 

NAGI... 


KAKU... 

CHACHA. 




WHY 1 

ARE 

WE 

(DIGGING? 


THERE'S 
WEALTH 
IN THE 
GROUND. 


AND 

you 

NEVER 

KNOW... 



























...TURN 

BACK! 
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BONUS: 


A BRIEF RECESS 









































' J THERE 
'Cn SHOULD 
2g§ BE NO KING, 
■ PRINCESS, 
COMMONER 
\ OR SLAVE 
\ IN THIS 
\ ACE. 


■ 


THERE 
WILL BE A 
TIME WHEN 
EVERYONE 
CAN LIVE 
AS EQUALS, 
IN PEACE. 
























WHEN 
ARE 
YOU 
GOING 
TO GET 
SERIOUS; 


WHEN, 

AGEHAr 


I GUESS 
THAT 
TIME IS 
COMING 
NEAR... 



Recommendations 


Editor’s comments 


If you enjoyed Basara, please try these other 
graphic novels: 

FROM FAR AWAY 

This series from the top of 
Japanese sales charts is the 
masterpiece of the 
renowned shojo artist 
Kyoko Hikawa. The tale of 
a girl blasted into another 
world, From Far Away has 
all the action and romance ^/hakuse^shaj^ 3 
you might expect but with a whole lot of 
extra twists. For one thing, the heroine 
doesn’t understand the language! She must 
learn to speak it while struggling to 
understand this new world and the myste¬ 
rious young man who has become her 
protector. All the while, she is unaware of 
the dire destiny she is meant to fulfill. 

WILD COM 

From Basara’s creator, Yumi 
Tamura, comes a trio of 
intriguing short stories. 

Wild Corn’s heroine has a 
secret power. Somehow she 
must overcome her denial 
and learn to embrace her 
abilities.” The Beasts of 
June” is a dark little tale of people so far 
on the fringe of society they’re barely 
human. “ The Eye of the Needle” is a 
thriller about a rising star struggling with 
fame and a stalker. Each piece offers a dif¬ 
ferent flavor of drama and action to satisfy 
a diversity of tastes. 

RUROUNI KENSHIN 

A historical fiction like no 
other, Nobuhiro Watsuki’s 
Rurouni Kenshin is an 
action-packed tale of one 
man’s struggle to atone for 
his past. After the bloody 
batdes of the Bakumatsu, 

Japan achieved peace and ---- 

prosperity in the Meiji Era. watsuki/shueisha i 
Yet what of those men who fought so 
fiercely for that peace? The vagabond 
samurai Kenshin has abandoned the ways 
of violence to embrace the peace of the 
present, yet his past seems intent on not 
letting him go. This is martial arts manga 
at its finest. 


A s in English, Japanese has words that sound 
the same but have different meanings. Aside 
from context, a difference can be determined if 
the word is written with kanji, because kanji are 
ideograms. That is, they express ideas, not specific 
sounds. Such is the case for Basara’s two Shikokus. 
The Shikoku Shuri’s in is one of Japan’s four main 
islands. Its kanji are “four” and “country.” The 
Shikoku we’ve designated “Shikoku City” is locat¬ 
ed around modern-day Sendai. Its kanji mean 
“purple” and “black.” 

One of the legends the Kazunos use to scare 
their enemies is the trollish kappa. With greenish 
skin and concave, plate-like heads that hold a 
strength-giving water, kappa look like a cross 
between a turtle, a frog and a human. Their myths 
vary, but most involve kappa draining the blood 
or life force of large creatures, including humans, 
who stray near their freshwater lairs. They are also 
considered fond of cucumbers, hence the name 
“kappa-maki” for rolled cucumber sushi. 

This is the second volume to mention leg¬ 
endary swordsman Benkei Musashibo (he suppos¬ 
edly piled up the “giant” rock). Perhaps Tamura is 
a fan... 

To say shogi is like Stratego is to say chess is 
like checkers. While the basic concepts are similar, 
one is far more complicated. This classic Japanese 
board game requires great strategy, and Tenma’s 
fondness for it is a reflection of his tactical 
prowess. 

Tenma’s dog is wearing a mawashi, a garment 
worn by rikishi (a.k.a. sumo wrestlers) during the 
ritual dohyo-iri (ring entering ceremony) preced¬ 
ing a day of sumo matches. The twisting white 
rope that holds the mawashi is a tsuna strapped in 
the unryu style. This elaborate belt designates a 
yokozuna or grand champion, implying Tenma 
participates in Tosa’s tradition of dog fighting. 
Suitably enough, the kanji on the mawashi say 
“yokozuna.” 

The kite on page 100 says, “Happy New 
Year,” and Shuri and Sarasa are dressed up for the 
occasion. Kite flying is a customary Japanese New 
Years activity, though how you fly one in a ladies 
formal kimono, I don’t know. In color, hers is 
green, of course! 

-PD 








